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The Programming Committee (hereinafter referred to as PC) of the interreg
IFA  Cross-Border Cooperatfion Programme  “Greece-Republic of  North
Macedonia 2021 20277 convened for ifs 1st Meefing on July 13th, 2020, via
teleconterence, following an invitation by the Hellenic Managing Authorty of
Furopean Tertorial Cooperation Programimes (herginafter MA of FTCPR)

s Niki Dandolou, Special Secretary for Ine fturopean Regicnal De ,r~‘ nment
Fund, Cohesion rund and European Social Fund Programrmes. who 5 Chair of
ine Committee, welcomed fthe parficiponts, thanked the EC representalives,
as well as the representatives of both countries and wished o fruitful 1st
Frogromming Committee Meeting.

The floor was then passed to the Co-Chair Ms. Nade Petrushavshika from the
Ministry of Local Self-Government, who weicomed everyone and wishaed g
Inuitful meeting.

Tne floor was then passed o Ms Angeliki Bouziani, Head of the MA of ETCP.
who welcomed the members and noted that the PC e.»..pen-;e- for the
preparation of the new Prograrmme will be covered by the Technical
Assistance [TA] 2014-2020 and JMC members wili be informed acccordingly.
MMy, Samares, Head of Unit B of the Manging Authorily, ciarified that there &
such provision in the TA 2014-2020 Manual, Then, ha presented the Rulss of
Procedure, The Rules of Procedure document was approved without any
corrymernd,

The fioor was then passed 1o Mr Gerlsos, member of Unit Bl of the maA, who
presentad ine Concept Paper.

wir. Mpefas, representative of the Region of Centrar Macedonia staied his
inifial agreement with ihe Corcept Paper and proposed that
a. the Regional Unit of Imathic to be alse Included i ine Programme
cligible arca, apart from Yaorzani
L. the Programe should strategically focus in all four cressing points,
namely Praspas, Niki, Dolrant and  BEvzonol, according to ha local
needs
c. inregards to Smarter Furope Policy obiective and projects of fourism
and entreprensurship, state aid conditions should be avoidea ard real
cooperalion In ihe cross-oorder area should be envisaged,

Ms Feulle, Programme Managsrt at DG for Regional Pol'cy ard Urbon Folicy of
the: buropean Commission, inlervened and mentioned that the Muli-Annual
Framowork will be discussed in Brusseis very soon.
As far as the Concept Note is concemed, and inrelafion 1o the phrase *. The
conservation of habitats and  biodiversty  and  profection  of »afwol
environment and cross border cssels is essenticlly inked 1o Prespes wreq, it
could be intercsting 1o develop an integrated temiforial strategy locafed
round Prospa and finance proposed measures through “Belter inferag
governance” (interreg specific objechive 1}", she cigrifled hal ihe
preparation ot the strategy can be funded through PGS or 190710 The
integrated temitorial strategy i implemented under POS. Simiarly, ) raahion
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fo the phrase “The development of integrated temitorial strateay locared
around common habitats and financing proposed measures Hhre vgh "Better
inferreqg governunce lInterrey specitic objechive 1) is diso on Qlion”, she
noted thal the preparation of the strategy can be funded through POS o
I8O1. The integrated fenitorial strategy is implemented under POE,

Ms Bouziani further explained that a large consultation about the new
Frogramme will take place in september 2020 and the final Draft will be
submitted for comments 1o the European Commission in Sept. - Oct. 2021

Ms Feure answered thot stil this would be iale suDmission, It Ccomparison with
ofner inferrey Programmes,

Mr. Anastasiadis, representative of ihe Cenfral Unicn of Municipalities of
Creece took the floor and fully endorsed 'he inclusion of Kozari in the
Progromme eligible area, in view of the posi-ignite era. te made the
following two remarks:

a. To explore the possibility of mplementing strategic projects in civi

prefection among Greece. North Macadonic, Albania and Bulgaria

oo 0 fund private nvestmeris ‘entorprses, stari-ups,
Mr. Samaras duly noted tha' ihe Smal “raject Fund (SPF) oo be used
fowards this direction.

Ms Feurle offered fo send more information on civil protection arvl the related
policy objective. She also reminded that Interrag funds will be decreased in
the next Programming period, so any geographical area addilior, snouic be
extensively justifed and in consistency  with  the geograpny of other
Programmes in the areq.

Mr. Ambas, representalive of Wesiom Macedonia, staled s view that
Regional Unils ot Kozani and Imathia are not compaorable and that any
alteration of the eligible area should be duly justified.

Ms Bouziani said that all suggestions will be taken into consideration and they
will be discussed infernally,

Ms. Dandoteys added hat - of least for Kozani- itis mol oniy a maiter of
atocation of funds, but reost in podanty aoout interes svner At the
postligrite mecnanism in Wostern Macedaonia, Secondly. s fingt
strong organisaiion bodies for enfreprensursnio and nnovation exis! in Kozani,
which can be Programme beneficianes and with iheir Capacity ang
knowledge can contribute substantially to the implementation of successiul
projects within the new Prograrmmae.

TESCODe

Ms Bouziani concluded that ail these aspects will be examined by ihe
corsultant experts through o cocio Coenomic analysis,

Then, Ms. Stefkova from Municipality of Veles questioned whiginer an
absorption capocity analysis has been Gone. She referred to Veies,
geographically situated in the center of the country, in conitast to olher

regions (like Pelagoniic) which have more opportunities and can ansors
funds from Progrummes with other neighbouwring countries, ar well, Sre
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strassed that they also need 1o strengthen their capacity - on an egudl level-
oy parnicipating in more projecic and conseguently by receiving mors funds.
She put arn emphasis on conneclivity with Greece and Corridaor 14, 3he also
asked {or a proader Programme view in gl iakes and rivers througn the
Comdor 16 and not only Prespas & Doilrani lakes. She nighlighted thot waste
manaaemant 5 o major issuc (o bolh countriies and proposed i nact the
integration of Roma popuiation in Vardar reglon with the circular economy.

M Saimaras admitted that gl gforementioned issues are very interesting and
invited averyone to actively participaie in the public consultations: however,
he repeated that the budgel is limited and focus should be pursusd.

The Hoor was then passed o Ms Valeidou, member of Unit D of the MA, who
prosented the datails of the Cali for the externdal consultant, who wilt prepare
the New Programme Document.

it wos discussed that the next PC meeaiing will probably iake place n Sept. -
Ot 2020,

Following the discussions, the Programming Commiltee (PC) decides
unanimously to;
» Approve its Rules of Procedure ana authonses the Managing Authornty
to proceed with minor alfergiions of the fext if needed.
» Agrees with the future octions within the fromowork of  the

programming procedure ¢s presented by the MA.

The Co-Chairpersons
of the Progromming Committee

Chair Co-Chair
Ms Niki Dangoiou Ms Nade Felrushaviska
Snecial Secretary for the Furopean Read of Unit for IPA implemenigtion in
Regional Development Fund, Bl sector

Ceohesion Fund and BEuropean Social
runc Programmes

Ministry of Development & Ministry of Local Seif Government
investments
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